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REPORT.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
The Commissioners of the Firemen's Relief Fund have the
honor to present their twenty-eighth annual report up to
May 1, 1918, to which is appended a tabulated statement of
the amounts expended by the Board for accidents and
fatalities in the several cities and towns of the Common-
wealth, together with the causes of the same, and a record
of the total amounts disbursed by the commissioners each
year from 1890 to 1918.
In accordance with House Bill No. 1214, relative to the
disbursement of State aid for the relief of firemen and their
dependents, all disbursements will come from the State
Treasurer.
GEORGE F. HARWOOD,
Chairman.
FIREMEN'S RELIEF FUND. [Jan.
STATISTICS
The following table shows the number of claims and
amounts allowed to cities and towns for injured firemen: —
List of Claims for the Year ending April SO, 1918
Claims considered,
Claims allowed,
Accident claims rejected,
Death claims, .
Death claims rejected,
318
306
12
11
Cities and Towns.
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Cities and Towns.
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The following table shows the number of minor children
entitled to the benefits from the Firemen's Relief Fund of
Massachusetts, in the several cities and towns, for the year
ending April 30, 1918, together with the aggregate amounts
allowed : —
Citt or Town.
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Disbursements from July 1, 1891, to May 1, 1918.
For the Year ending —
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER.
Worcester, Mass., April 18, 1918.
To the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
I have the honor of presenting this, my twenty-eighth
annual report of the receipts and expenditures, as treasurer
of the fund for the Massachusetts State Firemen's Associa-
tion, appropriated by the State and administered in con-
formity herewith :
—
Receipts.
June 23, 1917, received from the Hon. Charles L. Burrill, Treas-
urer of the Commonwealth, for the benefit of the Firemen's
Relief Fund of Massachusetts, under chapter 121, act of
Feb. 23, 1917,
Expenditures.
Paid 2,316 days' injury benefit to call men at $1.50 per day,
Paid 7,973 days' injury benefit to permanent men at SI per day,
Paid 11 funeral benefits at §100 each, ....
Paid 2,502 weeks' benefit for minor children at $2 per week,
Paid expense account, .......
Balance in favor of the Commonwealth, ....
Respectfully submitted,
. $18,000
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LEGISLATION.
Revised Laws, Chapter 32, as amended by Chapter 90, Acts of 1911.
An Act making appeopriations for firemen's relief fund.
Section 73. Such fund shall be used for the relief of firemen,
whether members of said association or not, who may be injured in
the performance of their duty at a fire or in going to or returning from
the same, or while engaged in company drills, when such drills are
ordered by the chief, acting chief or board of engineers of the fire de-
partment, or required by city or town ordinance or by law, and for
the relief of the widows and children of firemen killed in the perform-
ance of such duty, in the manner and to the amount determined by
a board of five persons, of whom three, not members of said associa-
tion, shall be appointed by the governor in July of the year nineteen
hundred and three, to serve, one for three years, one for two years and
one for one year; and one shall be appointed in July of each year
thereafter to serve for the full term of three years, and two shall be
appointed by said association in such manner as it may from time to
time determine.
Section 74. Officers and members in active service in all incor-
porated protective departments co-operating with fire departments,
and any person performing the duties of a fireman in a town having no
organized fire department, shall be entitled to the benefits thereof.
Section 77. If a fireman in a regularly organized fire department
of a city or town, or any officer or member in active service of any in-
corporated protective department acting in concert with fire depart-
ments, or a person doing fire duty at the request or by the order of
the authorities of a town which has no organized fire department, or
a person performing the duties of a fireman in such town, is killed, or
dies within sixty days from injuries received, while in the performance
of his duties, and his death is certified by the city or town clerk and
the attending physician or medical examiner to the treasurer and re-
ceiver general, he shall pay to the executor or administrator of such
fireman, out of the money received from taxes on fire insurance com-
panies doing business in this commonwealth, the sum of one thousand
dollars for the use equally of his widow and minor children; or if there
are minor children but no widow, to their use; or if there is no minor
child, to the use of the widow; and if there is no widow or minor
child, to the use of the next of kin if dependent on such deceased
fireman for support. A child of full age dependent upon such fireman
for support shall be regarded as a minor child.
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General Acts of 1918, Chapter 81.
An Act relative to the disbursement of state aid for the relief
of firemen and their dependents.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The sum of eighteen thousand dollars may annually be
paid from the treasury of the commonwealth for the purpose of fur-
nishing relief to firemen and their dependents, designated in section
seventy-three of chapter thirty-two of the Revised Laws, as amended
by chapter two hundred and fifty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred
and three and by chapter ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and
eleven, and in section seventy-four of said chapter thirty-two, as en-
titled to participate in the benefits of the Firemen's Relief Fund of
Massachusetts, heretofore provided by section one of chapter one
hundred and twenty-one of the Special Acts of i ineteen hundred and
seventeen. The said sum shall be in substitution for the annual pay-
ment to the treasurer of the Massachusetts State Firemen's Associa-
tion constituting said relief fund, but payments from the treasury
on account of said relief shall nevertheless be determined in manner
and amount, on properly approved vouchers in the same manner as
other claims against the commonwealth, by the board appointed under
the provisions of said section seventy-three of said chapter thirty-two
and amendments thereof, known as the commissioners of the firemen's
relief fund, who shall hereafter be known as the Commissioners on
Firemen's Relief. Five hundred doUars of the amount hereby au-
thorized may be expended for the traveUing and incidental expenses
of said board.
Section 2. Sections seventy-one, seventy-two, seventy-five and
seventy-six of chapter thirty-two of the Revised Laws, section two
of chapter one hundred and seventy-one of the acts of nineteen hun-
dred and six, and chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the Special
Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, are hereby repealed.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
Approved March 20, 1918.
